INFORMATION REGARDING VOLUNTARY WORK AT

“IL GIGNORO”
Florence – Italy

Florence is a city of 370 thousand inhabitants of central Italy, the capital of the province of the
same name and of the Tuscany region. Around the city, the urban area includes over 700
thousand people.
The retirement home (house for elderly people) "Il Gignoro" is located approximately 5 km
north of Santa Maria Novella, Florence central railway station.
The house is part of the Waldensian Diaconia (Diaconia Valdese). The Waldensian Church is
the oldest non Catholic-Christian community that was founded and exists in Europe since
before the Reformation. The Waldensias get their name from a merchant of Lyon, France,
named Valdo who around the year 1170 distributed his wealth and started preaching. Present
in Italy since the 13th century, above all in some valleys of Piedmont, the Waldensians joined
the Protestant Reformation in 1532. Their political and civil rights were granted only in 1848.
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In Florence, the Waldensian church is a minority very active in the city. The retirement home is part of
the “Diaconia Valdese Fiorentina”, together with centres for minors, adolescents and migrants.
“Il Gignoro” has 8o places for non self-sufficient people, divided in three separated sections. One of
them is dedicated to people with Alzheimer disease or dementia. There are also 18 places for selfsufficient people. It is staffed with doctors, nurses, physiotherapists, animators, and personal
assistants, as well as kitchen, cleaning, maintenance and administrative personnel.
The volunteer will be actively involved in the weekly planning of the job, and according to his/her own
personal interest and skills he/she will have the opportunities to propose her/his own activities.
Il Gignoro has a steady and long-standing practice of accommodating young Italian volunteers (Italian
Civil Service) and foreign volunteers, mostly from Germany, through the Freiwilliger oekumenischer
Friedensdienst” programme of the Baden evangelical church, but also from other European countries,
thanks to previous SVE, ESC and other international volunteering programmes.

The ESC volunteers will share an indipendent flat with other international young volunteers (single
and double rooms). The apartment is located in front of the retirement home (via del Gignoro). Meals
are provided and eaten at the centre’s lunch hall, and/or at the volunteers’ own apartment, with
necessary foodstuffs provided to facilitate the volunteers’ independence.
The volunteers will be offered from the coordinating organization of the project, Diaconia Valdese, a
training cycle including the on-arrival training, a mid-term seminar and an evaluation seminar. During
this seminar he/she will have the possibility to meet all the volunteers hosted by Diaconia Valdese.
Furthermore, as foreseen from ESC project, the volunteer will attend the seminar organized from the
Italian National Agency.
The volunteer is a young person between 18 and 30 years old. The pocket money will be of 150/155 €
a month (5,00 € a day). The travel will be reimbursed up to a maximum of 275 €. The volunteer is
expected to come on the beginning of September to start with the on-arrival seminar organized by
Diaconia Valdese. The ESC will last 11 months. Some variations in the starting/ending dates are
possible due to the Covid-19 situation.
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